FALL/WINTER 2025

Finishing the Year Strong

WTS Atlanta rounded out 2025 focused on partnerships
and connections - including our Annual Multimodal
Exchange, a Georgia Ports Authority Tour with our sister
chapter in Savannah, a partnership event with COMTO
focused on small businesses, and a service project with
South Atlanta High School and Trees Atlanta. It’s been a
busy year of collaboration and progress with WTS Atlanta
and women in our industry. We are excited to see you in the
New Year with even more in store for 2026!
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Atlanta International Airporte

From its beginnings as a racetrack in 1925, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International
Airport (ATL) has grown into the world’s busiest and most efficient airport. For 100
years, ATL has been at the heart of global connectivity— setting the standard for
growth and innovation. As we celebrate our Centennial, we look ahead to reaching
125 million annual passengers within five years, elevating the passenger experience
and strengthening our role as a global hub.

Follow us: @ o @atlairport www.atl.com
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And just like that..we’re at the end of 2025! | hope everyone had a wonderful summer and fall,
enjoying the seasons with family and friends. With winter, comes the time of colder
temperatures. Luckily, those cold blasts only come seldomly and don’t last too long in the
south.

2025 has been a very busy year for WTS Atlanta, and that is thanks to all its volunteers, who
every month spend hours planning and executing great events for our members and the
greater transportation community in Metro Atlanta. Our chapter continued with many activities
through the end of the year, including:

* The Annual Multimodal Exchange Breakfast brought local, regional and state transportation
leaders to discuss the transportation challenges (or rather opportunities) in our region, the
use of technology and Al in our industry, and how their agencies are preparing for the 2026
FIFA World Cup next summer. The panel consisted of leaders from the State Road & Tollway
Authority, ARC, MARTA, Atlanta Beltline, City of Atlanta, and the Airport.

* We joined our sister chapter in Savannah, GA for a tour of the Port of Savannah and a
presentation from the Georgia Ports Authority.

e WTS and COMTO hosted its annual event, “Beyond Barriers - Small Business Success” to
educate, encourage and support small and disadvantaged businesses in Georgia’s
transportation industry.

e We partnered with Trees Atlanta and South Atlanta High School for a community service
event. Together, volunteers planted 30 new trees!

* Transportation YOU kicked off a new partnership with Benjamin E. Mays High School for the
2025-2026 school year.

e WTS Atlanta members volunteered at the Atlanta Community Food Bank before
Thanksgiving.

* We closed the year with our holiday event celebrating with our member and friends, and as
a bonus, hosted a joint event with GAITE.

On November 7, we hosted the Annual Scholarships and Award Luncheon with Dr. Malika Reed
Wilkins as keynote speaker. Stay tuned for a special 2025 Scholarship and Awards Luncheon
newsletter edition, celebrating the scholarship winners and chapter award recipients.

And save the date for 2026 membership event, scheduled for January 28.

WTS Atlanta President



Meet the Board & Committee Chairs Series

Krystal Dixon : Keeping Projects on Track: A Career Built on Strateqy & Service
Path to Transportation

Krystal began her career far from transportation, earning
a bachelor’s degree in Ceramic Engineering from Georgia
Tech and spending 14 years at Corning Glass in
engineering and quality roles. There, she discovered a
passion for project management and became a certified
project manager.

She returned to Atlanta, where a Georgia Tech career fair g ,
led her to GDOT, which was building its first project Krysfa[Dwon
management office. Joining in 2009 as one of the agency’s WTS Atlanta Chapter
first external project managers, she advanced quickly Past D&l Committee Co-Chair
despite having no prior transportation experience. She .

ultimately served as District Program Manager for Current ROIe n WTS Atlanta
Districts 3 and 4 and later as Assistant Office Head,

overseeing a $2.5 billion portfolio spanning Georgia’s Krystal Dixon served as Co-Chair of the WTS
northern districts and managing roughly 250 projects and Atlanta D& Committee, where she helped

25 project managers. lead learning and networking initiatives

centered on diversity, inclusion, and support
After 13 years with GDOT, she founded Paradigm Project for DBEs and small businesses in the

Leadership Group, a consulting firm helping local transportation sector. As industry needs
governments navigate federally funded transportation evolved, she guided the committee in
projects. Although impactful, the niche nature of the work shifting its focus toward small business

made scaling difficult. support, helping firms understand how to

work with GDOT as primes or
She later returned to the corporate sector as a Senior subconsultants and ensuring they had

Project Manager at Arcadis, where she enjoys applying her access to the resources needed to compete
leadership experience while focusing deeply on project effectively. Her leadership strengthened
delivery as an individual contributor. connections, expanded awareness, and
advanced more equitable opportunities
across the transportation industry.

A Moment that Reinforced Her Passion

Krystal recalls discovering her passion for project management early in her career at Corning. After
gaining experience in project engineering, new product development, and quality assurance, she was
given the opportunity to manage her first project. Bringing together complex moving parts developing a
plan, managing a budget, and coordinating schedules allowed all of her strengths to align. The
experience highlighted her communication, organizational, and problem solving skills and confirmed
that project management was where she truly thrived. “That was the moment I realized this is my thing,”
she reflects.

A Moment She Felt on the Right Track

Krystal points to her time as Assistant Office Head in GDOT’s Office of Program Delivery as a defining moment
when everything aligned. Responsible for overseeing nearly 250 projects and leading 25 project managers, she
faced a major challenge when GDOT set an ambitious goal of letting $100 million in projects each month.
Knowing how complex and demanding the plan development process could be, Krystal drew on a guiding
principle from The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: “Begin with the end in mind.”

By shifting the team’s focus to delivering high quality project concepts on time, she helped establish a strong
foundation for success in later phases. The results were transformative on time concept submissions increased
from roughly 20-25% to nearly 90%. The success not only kept projects on schedule but also earned recognition
from GDOT leadership, reinforcing that her strategic approach and leadership were making a meaningful, lasting
impact.




into Transportation

Path to Transportation

Melanie’s journey into transportation was a nontraditional
one. She earned her master’s degree in Exercise Physiology
from OIld Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, and began
her career in healthcare, while also gaining experience in
higher education, leadership development, and project
management. During a period of transition, Melanie leaned
into her transferable skills and reached out to a former
classmate, which ultimately led her to an opportunity at
Gresham Smith.

Since joining the transportation industry in 2023, Melanie has
been fascinated by the process behind how projects come
together from preconstruction and public involvement to the
many technical and political factors that shape infrastructure
decisions. Transportation has provided her with the flexibility,
growth, and opportunity to stretch professionally while
contributing to work that impacts communities in meaningful
ways.

A Moment that Reinforced Her Passion

Melanie shares that she hasn’t experienced one singular
“aha” moment just yet but instead, a growing realization.
Through her work at Gresham Smith, she’s discovered that
healthcare was not the right Ilong-term fit, and that
transportation has given her the space to stretch, grow, and
refine her skills in meaningful ways. Rather than simply
relying on what she already knew, Melanie has been
encouraged to develop new strengths and challenge herself
professionally.

Her involvement with WTS has further reinforced that feeling,
allowing her to stay connected to what has always mattered
most to her supporting students, creating daccess, and
opening doors to new opportunities. Together, these
experiences have confirmed that she’s on the right path and
doing work that truly aligns with her passions.

A Moment She Felt on the Right Track

Meet the Board & Committee Chairs Series

Melanie Robinson: From Healthcare to Highways: A Journey

WTS Atlanta Chapter

Scholarship Luncheon Co-Chair

Current Role in WTS Atlanta

Melanie currently serves as the Co-
Chair of the Scholarship Luncheon
Committee for WTS Atlanta. After
joining WTS at the encouragement of
her leadership, she quickly became
involved, drawn to the organization’s
mission of supporting and advancing
women in transportation. With a
strong background in planning and
logistics, Melanie plays a key role in
coordinating the Scholarship
Luncheon and helping bring its many
moving pieces together.

One of the most rewarding aspects of
her role has been seeing the direct
impact on students from awarding
scholarships locally to watching a
WTS Atlanta scholar take the stage
at the WTS International Conference.

Melanie recalls feeling on the right track as she began to see transportation from a new perspective. What once
looked like routine construction became a complex puzzle involving planning, coordination, funding, and public
input. As she learned how these elements come together during the preconstruction phase, she found herself
more engaged and curious about the work. Gaining that behind-the-scenes understanding helped her realize
that transportation was a field where she could continue learning and growing.




Meet the Board & Committee Chairs Series

Leadership in Motion: Bianca George Bridges Transportation and Communication

Path to Transportation

Bianca’s path into transportation was unplanned but
transformative. With a formal education in architecture, she
began her career focused on design and technical execution,
never anticipating a future in transportation infrastructure.
After earning her Bachelor of Architecture from Hampton
University, Bianca worked at several architectural firms before
joining Corporate Environmental Risk Management (CERM) in
Atlanta in 2016. It was there, through her work on the Renew
Atlanta infrastructure program, that she was introduced to
project management and the broader world of transportation
an opportunity that ultimately reshaped her career trajectory.

What began as a chance opportunity quickly became a defining
shift. Transitioning from architectural design to project
management allowed Bianca to engage directly with
stakeholders and better understand how infrastructure
decisions affect daily operations and long-term community
needs. That hands on experience solidified her role in
transportation and affirmed her strengths in coordination,
leadership, and delivering projects that support public systems
and services.

A Moment that Reinforced Her Passion

Bianca’s passion for transportation has been reinforced not by
a single project, but by the rhythm and responsibility of project
management itself. As she began leading projects, she
recognized how much she valued being accountable for
outcomes, coordinating teams, managing scope, and ensuring
details aligned with client and stakeholder expectations. The
ability to guide projects from planning through execution
confirmed that this role was where her strengths were best
utilized.

Bianca finds fulfillment in mentoring others and paying
forward the guidance she received early in her career. She
serves in an advisory role on DeKalb PAL and CERM Legacy
Foundation Secretary and participates in job shadowing events.
At WTS, she provides opportunities for others on the committee
to learn, grow, and take initiative. These experiences reinforce
her passion daily, combining her Iove of Ieadership,
collaboration, and meaningful impact in the industry.

A Moment She Felt on the Right Track

WTS Atlanta Chapter

Secretary and Communications &

Publicity Committee Chair

Current Role in WIS Atlanta

Bianca’s involvement with WTS began
after attending a prior scholarship
luncheon and expanded during the
organization’s 40th anniversary, where
she contributed across multiple
committees that led to her current
leadership positions. In addition to her
Bachelor of Architecture, she holds a
master’s degree in arts administration
which focuses on nonprofit leadership,
governance, and mission driven
communication. She currently serves as
the Secretary and Communications &
Publicity Committee Chair for a second
term, where she plays a key role in
advancing the chapter’s visibility while
supporting its organizational
leadership. She leads the creation of
the chapter’s newsletters and other
outreach materials, ensuring they are
both creative and informative. Through
thoughtful storytelling and clear
messaging, she helps highlight member
achievements, promote chapter
initiatives, and strengthen engagement
within the Atlanta community.

Bianca feels most on track when she is fully immersed in her projects, coordinating teams, reviewing work,
giving guidance from start to finish, and maintaining clarity across moving parts. “I find a way to get locked in
on every project,” she said. “I give feedback, assign tasks, and make sure everything aligns with the client’s
scope. That’s where | feel my strengths of balancing the details with the bigger picture truly shine.” For Bianca,
these moments of focus and control are when she knows she is operating at her best, fully in her element. That
consistent engagement, paired with the opportunity to contribute to infrastructure that supports daily
operations and public services, has continued to reaffirm her commitment to the transportation field and to the

leadership role she plays within it.




HNTRB strongly supports equity and access for women in
transportation. We are a proud 2025 Diamond Corporate
Sponsor of the WTS Atlanta Chapter.

The HNTB Companies [nfrastructure Solutions  hntb.com
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MllI.TIMllIll\l EXCHANGE BREAKFAST

by Iris Ortiz

Photo (top and above): Board members with panel speakers (from left
to right) - Ricky Smith, Anna Roach, Jannine Miller, Clyde Higgs, Larry
Prescott, and Solomon Caviness

he WTS Atlanta Annual Multimodal Exchange brought
local, regional and state transportation leaders to discuss
the transportation challenges (or rather opportunities) in
our region, the use of technology and Al in our industry,
and how their agencies are preparing for the 2026 FIFA
World Cup next summer. The event, hosted at the
GRTA/The ATL board room in downtown Atlanta, counted
with the participation of:

* Jannine Miller, Executive Director of State Road &

Tollway__Authority/Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority/The Atlanta-region Transit Link Authority
(SRTA/GRTA/The ATL)

¢ Anna Roach, Executive Director and CEO of the
Atlanta Regional Commission

e Clyde Higgs, President and CEO of the Atlanta
Beltline

e Larry Prescott, P.E., Interim Chief Capital Officer at
MARTA (Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority)

e Ricky Smith, General Manager of the Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport

¢ Solomon Caviness, MBA, F. ITE, Commissioner of the

City of Atlanta Department of Transportation



https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-atlanta/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-atlanta/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jannine-miller-a322707/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/georgia-regional-transportation-authority/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anna-roach-60695896/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlanta-regional-commission/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/clydehiggs/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/atlantabeltline/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/martatransit/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/atltransportation/

WTS Atlanta is grateful for their time and participation. It was

reassuring to hear about their partnership and collaboration in
making Atlanta and our transportation systems work better to
provide safe and reliable mobility today and for generations to
come. | look forward to future opportunities to continue having
these important conversations.

Special thanks to SRTA for hosting us.



by WTS Savannah Chapter

Photo (top and above): Attendees at Savannah Port Authority tour
including WTS Atlanta Director at Large Beth Ann Schwartz

n October 8, 2025, the WTS Atlanta Chapter joined the
WTS Savannah Chapter for an exclusive, behind-the-
scenes collaborative learning experience tour of the
Georgia Ports Authority (GPA) in Savannah, Georgia also
known as the Garden City Terminal. The chapters had the
opportunity to see firsthand how one of the nation’s most
dynamic port systems operates. The visit offered a
fascinating look at the Garden City Terminal, one of the
busiest container terminals in North America.

Each year, Georgia’s Ports handle more than 5.6 million
containers, supported by some of the most advanced
logistics and technology in the industry. Nearly all cranes
and yard equipment are now electrically powered,
reducing emissions while improving operational efficiency.
Looking ahead, the Garden City Terminal is planning a
50% expansion by 2030 to accommodate increasing
global commerce.

One of the most impressive milestones is the construction
of a direct roadway connection to the interstate, allowing
truck drivers to retrieve containers and head north without
encountering a single traffic signal until reaching major
destinations like Atlanta.



Photos (above): Savannah Port Authority tour

The Port of Brunswick now moves more vehicles and heavy
equipment than any other U.S. port, underscoring
Georgia's critical role in the nation’s supply chain and

trade infrastructure.

Fun facts: there is a historic
cemetery located within the
terminal  grounds, and Justin
Timberlake’s concert equipment
once came through the Garden
City Terminal when another port
shut down!
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by Christina Roberts n October 18, 2025, WTS Atlanta partnered with Trees

Atlanta and South Atlanta High School for a hands-on
community service event focused on strengthening
Atlanta’s urban forest. Together, volunteers planted 30
new frees on campus, helping provide cleaner air, cooler
shade, and enhanced green space for students and
residents in the surrounding neighborhood. Our members
were actively involved in all aspects of the planting effort
—digging, mulching, watering, and maintaining the site—
showcasing dedication, teamwork, and enthusiasm
throughout the morning. We are grateful to Trees Atlanta
for their partnership and expertise, and we look forward to
continuing our shared commitment to a greener and more
sustainable Atlanta.

Photos (top and above): Community Service & Outreach committee and volunteers



BEYOND BARRIEIIS SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS

by Krystal Dixon

Photos (top and above): Panel speaker, Paula Nash
speaking to attendees at the small business event
held at Atlanta Technical College

n October 23, 2025, the WIS Atlanta and COMTO Atlanta
Chapters came together to host another amazing event to
educate, encourage, and support Small Business Enterprises
(SBE) and Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) in Georgia’s
transportation industry. The Beyond Barriers: Small Business
Success event brought together transportation industry
professionals, business leaders, and small business owners for an
evening focused on education, networking, and business growth.
The goal was to equip small businesses with the tools,
connections, and insights needed to scale their operations and
remain competitive in an evolving political and economic
landscape.

The amazing line-up of speakers shared how small and minority-
owned businesses must be more strategic than ever in how they
position their services during this season of change. The event
fostered meaningful dialogue about how firms can better align
with procurement opportunities, clearly communicate their value,
and forge relationships that translate into contracts and capital.
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Photos (top and above from left to right): Panel speakers - Vince Malone, Kristin Winzeler, Viktor Opara-Amaechi, Paula Nash, Rocsean Spencer, Rodney
Strong, and Doretha Smith along with COMTO President Kenyatta Smiley, D & | Committee Co-chair Krystal Dixon, WIS Atlanta President Iris Ortiz, and
volunteers



by Martika Johanson-Murray

Photos (above): Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science
and Technology

TS TransportationYOU kicked of this month at our new High
School in Gwinnett County. For 2025-2026 we are proud to
announce our partnership with the “Women in STEM” initiative at
Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science and Technology
(GSMST). This school is ranked #1 in the county, and we are
extremely excited to connect and mentor over 25 scholarly
young ladies through TYOU. Our group this year consists of
around 50% 9" grades, and the other half comprising of a
balanced mixture of 10", 11" and 12" grade students. GSMST is
extremely unique as students can enroll here from all over the
county. Most of the students are enrolled in at least 1 Advanced
Placement (AP) course, and all upperclassmen are required to
complete an internship in both 11" and 12" grade to graduate. In
our kickoff meeting, we shared an overview of WTS, benefits of
our program and collected interests from the students to further
cater our sessions to this high school’s needs. We look forward to
sharing our partnership journey with the chapter and reaching
this milestone with such a large cohort. The future of
transportation is looking incredible.
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TRANSPORTATION YOU - OCTOBER MEETING

e had a great kickoff event and we are looking forward to a

by Martika Johanson-Murray
great partnership with Mays High School. We have two of our
mentors that attended Mays High School as well so looking
forward to bringing them back home with our partnership school.

Ms. Boone, our teacher sponsor helped us pick out the best
space in the house. We held our meeting today in the Google
Hub. This space is dedicated for STEM, Technology Student
Association and now WTS Atlanta TYOU!

Photo (above): WIS Atlanta TYOU students, TYOU
Committee Chair, Martika Johanson-Murray and members
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RTLANTA COMMUNITY FOOD BANK SERVICE EVENT

by Sunny Abree and Alania Stewart n Tuesday, November 25th, WTS Atlanta volunteers spent
a meaningful day serving at the Atlanta Community Food

Bank in Austell. The group worked hands on with the
community—restocking shelves, sorting donations, packing
food, and assisting families and seniors as they selected
what they needed. In just four hours, the volunteers helped
provide 7,600 pounds of food, equivalent to 6,544 meals.

The experience grounded the team in gratitude and
highlighted the impact of simple, direct service.
Volunteers from across WTS came together with a shared
purpose: ensuring no one in the community goes hungry.
Their teamwork, encouragement, and connection to those
they served made the day especially powerful. They left
with full hearts and a renewed appreciation for how
showing up and lending a hand can make a meaningful

difference.

Photos (top, right, and above): Community Service & Outreach

committee and volunteers including Interim CS&O Co-Chair and
Director at Large Tonia Brown
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WTS ATLANTA HOLIDAY COCKTAIL SOCIAL

by Sherl White he WTS Atlanta Chapter hosted its annual 2025 Holiday Cocktail
T Social on December 11, 2025. Held at the Atrium located within
Ponce City Market, this annual event was filled with laughter,
cheer, great networking, delicious food, and a sociable
environment. We like to thank all our members and corporate
sponsors for a fabulous year!! As we approach the end of 2025,
our Chapter wishes everyone a very safe and enjoyable Happy
Holidays!!!

Photos (top and above): Attendees at holiday event held at the Atrium in Ponce City
Market including D& Committee Co-chair Keri Lee
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Photos (above): Attendees at holiday event held at the Atrium in Ponce City
Market including VP of Programs Sherl White, TYOU Committee Chair Martika
Johnson-Murray, and past board member Helen McSwain
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WTS ATLANTA & GAITE KRRAOKE NIGHT

by Sherl White he WTS Atlanta Chapter and Georgia ITE jointly held a pre-
holiday Karaoke Social event on December 16, 2025, at MICS
Karaoke in northeast Atlanta. We experienced the ultimate
luxury private room, gourmet food, delicious cocktails, and fun
filled networking!! . It was an unforgettable night of fun to hear
our attendees sing their hearts out to their favorite songs!! As
we approach the end of 2025, our Chapters wishes everyone a

very safe and enjoyable Happy Holidays!!!

Photos (above): Attendees at MICS Karaoke



TRANSPORTATION

by Martika Johanson-Murray

YOU - DECEMBER MEETING

e had a great semester wrap up this week at Mays High School.
Lots of beautifully decorated and illuminated Christmas trees in

the lobby. Our activity was a hit, and the students created some
intricate cookie designs within the 15-minute constraint. Students
learned more about the Department of Transportation roadway
signs, their colors, shapes, expenses, and icons. We wish all the
students a safe holiday and luck as they prepare for mid-term
exams and study for their leaner’s permit written test.

Photo (top): WTS Atlanta TYOU students and teacher sponsors

Photos (above): School entrance lobby with Christmas trees and teacher sponsors with TYOU student




Photos (above): Teacher sponsors with TYOU student and cookies with

transportation themes made by the students
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Member Opportunities

WTS Atlanta Mission

WTS Atlanta seeks to close the workforce gap in the Atlanta regional
transportation industry by promoting lifelong careers in transportation for
women. By attracting, retaining and advancing women in the industry, WTS
Atlanta will be the most recognized network of transportation subject matter
experts.

Get Involved!!

There are many ways to get involved this year! From joining a WTS Atlanta
committee to participating in local events throughout the year. If you were
unable to attend this year's membership event, take a moment to view the
presentation below.

Want to learn more about our amazing benefits, like professional and
leadership development, networking, educational programming, volunteering
and mentorship, and events? Please contact our Vice President of Membership,
Amanda von Oldenburg at Amanda.vonOldenburgeatkinsrealis.com.

Connect with WTS Atlanta

We love connecting with our WTS

community on social media. Please
follow, like and share WTS Atlanta!
Also, check out our industry job
postings here.

f @2 lin

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)
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Member Opportunities

WTS International Vision

Equity and access for women in transportation.

WTS International Mission

WTS attracts, sustains, connects and advances women’s careers to strengthen
the transportation industry.

Get Involved!!
Check out these WTS International events for 2026:

WTS International Chair's Reception at TRB Annual Meeting
WTS Workshops & Webinars
WTS International Annual Conference
WTS Capital Summit
WTS Signature Leadership Training

WTS Chapter Leadership Summit

For more information on these events:

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)


https://www.wtsinternational.org/programs-events/wts-international-events
https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership
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Out with OLD...IN with the NEW
Don’t forget our new public Linkedln page is
WTS Atlanta

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)
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