
 

Atkins is one of the world’s leading professional
services and project management organizations,
dedicated to engineering a better future for our
planet and its people. We create sustainable
solutions that connect people, data and
technology to design, deliver and operate the most
complex projects across the world.
 
 
View full message here.
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It is HNTB’s pleasure to be the presenting sponsor for the WTS Atlanta Chapter a second year in
a row. HNTB are proud employers of more than 20 WTS Atlanta members and many more
throughout the country supporting other WTS Chapters. HNTB employees are active members of
the organization, volunteering across several committees, including this year's conference
planning committee.
 
Office Leader, Tim Morgan, has personally seen the value of WTS through the talented leaders
and strategic thinkers who have and currently serve the organization in various capacities. That
is why HNTB is and will remain committed to WTS at the local, national, and international levels.
As part of the 40th Anniversary of WTS Atlanta chapter, the HNTB creative team came up with
the tag line: first, only, but not last. What it takes for women to be successful in transportation, a 
male dominated industry, requires mentors and leaders to make sure that while they may have
been the first or only – these women will never be the last. So, it is up to all of us to create a
vision for inclusivity in present day and the time to come.

An excerpt from HNTB Presenting Sponsor delivered by VP of Membership, Iris Ortiz.

A Message from our 2023 Diamond Sponsor

REPLACE



If you would like to sign up to volunteer on or before the day of the event,
please sign up here.

For more information, visit: https://wtsannualconference.org/

Save the Date
2023 WTS Annual Conference, May 10-12th

Register Here

Registration for the annual conference is still OPEN 
and will also be available on site! 

Pre Conference events: May 9th

Volunteer Opportunities

https://wtsannualconference.org/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/2fcbafe8/NknBapIsI0651AjubRwKsg?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0E4EA8AD22A6FFC07-2023
https://wtsannualconference.org/
https://wtsannualconference.org/
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NEW MEMBERS
WEBINAR  

REPLACE

On April 13th, the Membership committee hosted a webinar to
welcome our Chapter’s newest members. Iris Ortiz, VP of Membership,
led the webinar and provided information about upcoming events and
volunteering opportunities. The Membership committee will continue to
host these webinars periodically throughout the year. Contact Iris
(iortiz@hntb.com) for more information about future new member
webinars or any membership questions. 

Welcome
N E W  M E M B E R S

Join us for our next
quarterly new members

webinar!



T

INTRODUCE A GIRL TO
ENGINEERING DAY

he ACEC Georgia chapter hosted its annual Introduce a
Girl to Engineering event on April 15th. WTS Atlanta
Chapter was well represented at the event. Approximately
300 girls along with 250 parents, volunteers, and booth
sponsors attended the event. The participants spent the
day visiting each engineering booth and learning about
math and science while participating in a fun engineering
related activity. 

WTS Atlanta participated with a booth activity that
challenged the participants to build the tallest, self-
standing structure, using toothpicks and jellybeans within
a time limit. To celebrate the beginning of summer, each
girl was given a WTS mini beach ball as a souvenir. After
roaming through the booths, the girls participated in a
team trivia bowl, which one of our WTS Atlanta Chapter
member’s daughter’s team won. Congratulations to Team
Super Star! Congratulations also to members of Girl Scout
Troop 383 for winning the WTS building with Jelly Beans
Challenge! They won a special gift package donated by
Parsons. Thank you to all the volunteers, parents, and
participants. It was a fun day for all! 

Photo (above): WTS booth at Introduce a Girl to Engineering Davy
event

Photo (top):  WTS Members, Alice O'Brien and Ligia Florim, and
winners of the WTS Jelly Beans Challenge

by Beth Ann Schwartz and Ligia Florim







Photo (above right): Keynote speaker, Jennifer Aulick

Photo (top and right): Participants at WTS booth



Photos: WTS members, Audra Rojek, Dania Aponte, Alice
O'Brien, Emerald Smith, Sherl White, Iris Ortiz, Deborah
Mobulah, and Ligia Florim with participants
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EMERGING LEADERS
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT SERIES  

hether you are a recent graduate trying to map their way
to financial health or a seasoned professional looking for
tips on the best way to grow their wealth, Richard Slaton,
CCIM provided advice for all during the April 20th WTS
Atlanta Emerging Leaders Series. During this virtual event,
titled “How to Grow Your Finances As You Grow Your
Career,” Slaton, Executive Director at JP Morgan Chase
Commercial Bank, presented seven steps that he said
serve as a roadmap to managing your finances. steps that
he said serve as a roadmap to managing your finances.

“Follow these steps, in this order, and you will be
successful,” he said. Slaton has spent most of his career
working with real estate and development and his current
work focuses on providing financial solutions for
affordable housing developers. Though Slaton did caution
that immediate progress won’t always be evident. “It’s a
marathon, not a sprint. It requires some discipline and a
lot of work.”

He encouraged the nearly 30 WTS Atlanta members who
joined the event to regularly review the steps he
highlighted and track their progress. While Slaton
personally reviews his finances quarterly, he recommends
reviewing them twice per year at a minimum.Photo (above): Richard S. Slaton, CCIM

by Heather Collins



WTS Atlanta members attended the event and
peppered Slaton with questions ﻿after the
presentation, asking about selecting financial
advisors, growing your income, and property
investment. He offered actionable advice on all
items and members were excited to reach out to him
for further advice at the end of the session.
The WTS Emerging Leaders series is a series of
professional development webinars designed to
equip young professionals with the necessary tools
and teach them skills that will help them thrive in
their personal lives and professional careers. The
webinars cover an array of topics including financial
literacy, work-life balance, mental health and
wellness, leadership, emotional intelligence, and
many more. Though the webinars are aimed at
young professionals, the information provided is
intended to inform professionals at all career levels.

Please reserve the date to join WTS Atlanta at the
next Emerging Leaders event on July 20, 2023. More
details about the event will be communicated as we
approach the date. 

Speaker Bio
Richard S. Slaton is Executive Director within JP
Morgan Chase Commercial Bank in Community
Development Banking where he focuses on providing
financial solutions for affordable housing
developers. Prior to JP Morgan Chase, he was Senior
Vice President within Bank of America Merrill Lynch’s
Global Commercial Banking Group, Community
Development Bank.   Prior to Bank of America, he
was Director of Real Estate with MARTA, a part of
the Office of Transit Oriented Development and Real
Estate.  The Office oversees prospective
developments of transit oriented development
projects.   

From 2004 to 2015, Mr. Slaton worked as Real
Estate Investment Manager within the Real Estate
Services Group at U.S. Trust, Bank of America Private
Bank. In his role, Mr. Slaton provided real estate
asset management, investment management and
advisory services to U.S. Trust, Bank of America
clients. 

Prior to US Trust, he worked as a Real Estate
Development Manager with The Integral Group, LLC
where he focused on the development of affordable
housing and mixed-use projects. During Mr. Slaton’s
career he also worked at Wachovia Bank as Real
Estate Lender and Fulton County Government as a
Real Estate Manager. 

Mr. Slaton graduated from Morehouse College with
a BA in Finance and minors in Real Estate and
Accounting. He holds a MBA in Finance from
Kennesaw State University. He is a Certified
Commercial Investment Member (CCIM) and a
licensed real estate broker in the state of Georgia.
Mr. Slaton is on the business school faculty at
Morehouse College where he lectures on topics
related to Corporate Finance, Investment Finance
and Real Estate Finance. 



O n Thursday April 27th, WTS Atlanta held a Georgia
Legislative wrap up hosted by Impact Public Affairs team,
comprised of Director of State and Local Government
Relations, Natalie Knight and Director of Policy and
Legislation, Emily Yona, and partners, Brad Alexander, Nick
Juliano, and Russ Pennington. 

Widely acknowledged as one of the most effective
government relations firms in Georgia, the Impact Public
Affairs team has an extensive record of playing and
winning on most of the top policy issues in Georgia. They
are known as a firm that is built to tackle the more difficult
and complex issues in our state.

Last Thursday, we got to hear from some of Impact Public
Affairs lobbyists, who shared about Transportation policy
updates in the state of Georgia. Many conversations were
sparked from their updates and a lot of connections were
made. Overall, it was a helpful and very informational
session we had.

GEORGIA LEGISLATIVE
WRAP UP EVENT

by Deborah Mobulah











Connect with
us on our new
LinkedIn Page

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)

Out with OLD...IN with the NEW
Our new public LinkedIn page is 

WTS Atlanta 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-atlanta
https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-atlanta


Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)

Connect with WTS Atlanta 



We love connecting with our WTS
community on social media. Please
follow, like and share WTS Atlanta!

Also, check out our industry job
postings here.

 

There are many ways to get involved this year! From joining a WTS Atlanta
committee to participating in local events throughout the year. If you were
unable to attend this year's membership event, take a moment to view the
presentation below.

Want to learn more about our amazing benefits, like professional and
leadership development, networking, educational programming, volunteering
and mentorship, and events? Please contact our Vice President of
Membership, Iris Ortiz at iortiz@hntb.com. 

WTS Atlanta seeks to close the workforce gap in the Atlanta regional
transportation industry by promoting lifelong careers in transportation for
women. By attracting, retaining and advancing women in the industry, WTS
Atlanta will be the most recognized network of transportation subject matter
experts.

Member Opportunities
WTS Atlanta Mission

View Membership
Presentation Here

Get Involved!!

https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership
https://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/atlanta/job-postings
https://www.facebook.com/WTS-Atlanta-Chapter-268140553212646/
https://www.instagram.com/wtsatl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wts-atlanta
https://www.wtsinternational.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/2023-01-24_WTSAtlanta-MembershipSlides.pdf


View Events Here

April May June

Introduce a Girl to Engineering



Quarterly New Members
Webinar



Emerging Leaders Professional
Development Series: Financial

Literacy



GA Legislative Wrap-up Event

WTS Annual Conference
GDOT Board Breakfast



New Members Webinar

July August September

Emerging Leaders Professional
Development Series: TBD



Family/Community Event

DBE Mixer
Multimodal Transportation

Panel Discussion

October November December

Emerging Leaders Professional
Development Series: TBD



New Members Webinar

Scholarship Luncheon Holiday Mixer

2023 WTS Atlanta 
Upcoming Events Calendar

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)

https://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/atlanta/events
https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership


Equity and access for women in transportation.

Member Opportunities
WTS International Vision

View Events Here

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)

WTS attracts, sustains, connects and advances women’s careers to strengthen
the transportation industry.

WTS International Mission

Check out these WTS International events for 2023:



2023 Distinguished Speaker Series



WTS Member Meetups



2023 WTS Spring Policy Symposium - March 15–16, 2023



2023 WTS International Annual Conference - May 10–12, 2023



Transportation YOU Capital Summit - June 25–29, 2023 



Signature Leadership Training - October 10–14, 2023



Chapter Leadership Development - November 14–16, 2023



For more information on these events:

Get Involved!!

https://www.wtsinternational.org/programs-events/wts-international-events
https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership


Member Opportunities
Get Scholarships!!

View Scholarships
Here

Not a member yet? Join at Membership | WTS (wtsinternational.org)

Check out these WTS Foundation scholarships for 2023:



Strategic Partner Scholarships



Sharon D. Banks Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship



Helene M. Overly Memorial Graduate Scholarship



Molitoris Leadership Scholarship for Undergraduates



Jannet Walker-Ford Leadership Legacy 
Scholarship for Graduates 




Junior College/Trade School Scholarship



WTS Transportation YOU High School Scholarship



For more information on these scholarships:

https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/wts-foundation/scholarships
https://www.wtsinternational.org/mission/membership


Track our progress on the donation thermometer here:
Fundraising Wall | WTS Foundation | GiveSmart Fundraise

In 20

Yo

In 2022, WTS Atlanta awarded 5 scholarships for a total of $15,000.

Your donation today will help us raise $40,000 to expand our
scholarship program in 2023.

Thank you for your donation and support!

https://www.wtsinternational.org/events/40th-anniversary-scholarship-fundraiser
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/public/campaigns_keywords/graph2#/170664/fundraising/wall


2023 WTS Atlanta Corporate Partners

2023 Presenting Partner

2023 Diamond Partners

2023 Platinum Partners

Thank you to all our partners and welcome to our newest 
corporate partners! 



2023 WTS Atlanta Corporate Partners

2023 Gold Partners



2023 WTS Atlanta Corporate Partners

2023 SBE/Non-Profit Partners

2023 In Kind Partners

SRTA/GRTA
Odonnell Company

Impact Public Affairs


