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SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE

Sarah	Colker,	chair
	 Parsons

Desiree	Gazzo,	liaison
	 HNTB

Daniella	Bernett
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Deborah	Chin
	 Parsons

Justin	Chiovitti
	 PS&S	Engineering

Ella	McLeod	
	 Retired

Kaylee	Moon
	 Sam	Schwartz	Engineering

Julie	Polak	
	 Sam	Schwartz	Engineering

Kellie	Radnis
	 Sam	Schwartz	Engineering	

Fiona	Robe
	 MTA

Hadia	Sheerazi
	 Columbia	University	Climate	School

Linda	Travis
	 Travis	Enterprises

2022 Annual Gala Cocktail Reception

www.wtsinternational.org/greaternewyork

October	26,	2022

PROGRAM

Cocktail	Reception

Opening	Remarks					 Desiree	Gazzo,	WTS-GNY	Director-at-Large,	Special		
	 Events	Committee	Liaison	

Welcoming	Remarks	 Carla	Artis,	WTS-GNY	President

Scholarships	 Danielle	Selzer	and	Neda	Moini,	WTS-GNY	Scholarship		
	 Committee	co-chairs

Scholarship	Recipients	 Kara	Gurl,	Amanda	Klepper,	Jalise	Matthew,	Sevin		
	 Mohammadi,	Lillian	Moy,	Julisa	Arteaga,Farnoosh		
	 Namdarpour

Special	Message	 Mayor	Eric	Adams

Special	Guest	Speaker			 Polly	Trottenberg,	Deputy	Secretary,	US	Department	of		
	 Transportation	

Introduction	 Nuria	Fernandez,	Administrator,	Federal	Transit		 	
	 Administration

Woman	of	the	Year		 Meera	Joshi,	Deputy	Mayor	for	Operations,	New	York		
	 City

Closing	Remarks				 Ece	Koch,	WTS-GNY	Vice	President

Raffle	&	Fundraiser			 Sarah	Colker,	WTS-GNY	Special	Events	Committee		
	 Chair

WTS-GNY extends its deepest gratitude to all who contributed to the Scholarship 
Fund and/or purchased raffle tickets.

If	you	have	not	had	a	chance	to	donate	and	would	still	like	to,	please click here	or	
send	a	text	message	to	41-444.

The	message	should	include	the	code	WTSGNY2022GALA,	the	amount	of	dona-
tion	and	your	name.

An	example	can	be	found	below:	
WTSGNY2022GALA	$50	Jane	Smith

You	will	then	be	sent	an	online	donation	form	that	you	can	use	to	make	a	payment.

Thank you to those who contributed to the WTS Raffle:* 
Hatch	LTK		
HNTB 
Marine	Tiger	Technologies	
Parsons	Corporation	
Transit	Museum

Gala	journal	cover	design:	Kaylee	Moon,	Sam	Schwartz	Engineering
Journal	layout:	WSP	USA
Journal	editor:	Daniella	Bernett,	STV	Incorporated

View	at	Battery	Park	
WSP	
WTS-GNY	Special	Events	
Committee	
*as	of	print	date

https://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/greater-new-york/chapter-awards
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/qwXBkA?vid=tzvsk [fundraise.givesmart.com]
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Message from WTS-GNY President Carla Artis

Welcome	to	the	WTS	

Greater	New	York	

(WTS-GNY)	Annual	

Gala!	We	are	thrilled	to	

be	able	to	gather	again	

in	person	as	we	honor	

our	2022	Woman	of	

the	Year,	New	York	City	

Deputy	Mayor	Meera	

Joshi.	This	award	is	

given	to	a	leader	who	

has	made	an	outstand-

ing	contribution	to	the	transportation	industry	and	

personally	helped	to	advance	women	and	minorities.	

During	a	career	that	spans	over	25	years,	Joshi	has	

served	as	commissioner	and	chair	of	the	NYC	Taxi	and	

Limousine	Commission;	administrator	of	the	Federal	

Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration;	and	now	as	depu-

ty	mayor	for	Operations	overseeing	the	City’s	infra-

structure	and	transportation	agencies.	Her	leadership	is	

moving	our	City	and	the	industry	forward.		

	

As	the	world	slowly	emerges	from	COVID’s	shadow	

and	adapts	to	new	realities,	the	chapter	is	holding	

in-person,	virtual	and	hybrid	events.	Tonight,	we	cele-

brate	the	successes	of	our	scholarship	recipients	and	

encourage	them	to	continue	striving	to	achieve	their	

goals	because	they	are	the	transportation	industry’s	

future.	WTS-GNY	also	looks	forward	to	the	innovative	

and	diverse	programming	its	committees	are	planning	

to	help	us	learn	more	about	one	another	and	how	our	

differences	are	our	strengths.	

The	Gala,	and	all	our	events	throughout	the	year,	would	

not	be	possible	without	the	efforts	of	our	dynamic	

members.	WTS-GNY	is	grateful	for	the	endless	volun-

teer	hours	provided	by	our	Board	of	Directors	and	

hardworking	committees.	Meanwhile,	the	generosity	of	

our	corporate	partners	deserves	special	recognition.	A	

strong	community	is	the	cornerstone	of	this	organiza-

tion.	WTS-GNY	remains	committed	to	supporting	its	

members	and	furthering	its	mission.	Please	take	advan-

tage	of	upcoming	opportunities	to	meet.	Only	by	build-

ing	our	network	can	the	industry	grow	and	evolve.

	

Thank	you	all	for	your	support.	I	hope	you	enjoy	the	

evening!	n	
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2022 Woman of the Year Meera Joshi
Deputy Mayor for Operations, New York City

Meera Joshi	is	the	deputy	mayor	for	

Operations,	overseeing	the	City’s	

infrastructure	portfolio.		Prior	to	

joining	the	Adam’s	administration,	

Joshi	was	named	by	President	Biden	

as	deputy	and	acting	administrator	

of	the	U.S.DOT’s	Federal	Motor	

Carrier	Safety	Administration,	which	

is	responsible	for	regulation	of	inter-

state	trucking.	In	this	role,	she	led	

initiatives	aimed	at	improving	road-

way	safety;	the	working	conditions	

of	truck	drivers;	and	accountability	

mechanisms	to	integrate	automa-

tion.	Previously,	Joshi	was	chair	and	

CEO	of	the	New	York	Taxi	and	

Limousine	Commission,	the	

nation’s	largest	for-hire	transporta-

tion	regulator.	In	this	role,	she	

spearheaded	Vision	Zero	campaigns	

aimed	at	keeping	high-risk	drivers	

and	unsafe	vehicles	off	the	road.	She	

also	oversaw	landmark	policy,	

including	establishing	robust	open	

transportation	data	standards;	enact-

ing	the	nation’s	first	for-hire	driver	

pay	protection	program;	and	provid-

ing	broad	and	on-demand	access	to	

for-hire	transportation	for	passen-

gers	who	use	wheelchairs.	Her	

career	in	City	government	also	

includes	a	stint	as	inspector	general	

of	the	Department	of	Corrections.	

She	investigated	corruption	and	

wrongdoing	at	all	levels	of	jail	opera-

tions.	Joshi	also	was	first	deputy	

executive	director	of	the	Civilian	

Complaint	Review	Board,	where	she	

led	probes	of	civilian	allegations	into	

police	misconduct.	

Meanwhile,	her	private-sector	experi-

ence	includes	working	as	general	

manager	of	the	New	York	office	of	

Sam	Schwartz	Transportation	

Consultants	and	as	a	visiting	scholar	

at	New	York	University’s	Rudin	

Center	for	Transportation	Policy

Joshi	holds	and	B.A.	and	J.D.	from	

the	University	of	Pennsylvania.	n

WTS GREATER NEW YORK 
WOMEN OF THE YEAR

2021	 Marie	Therese	Dominguez	

2020	 Clarelle	DeGraffe	

2019	 Denise	M.	Berger	

2018	 Catherine	Rinaldi	

2017	 Mary	K.	Murphy

2016	 Karen	Rae	

2015	 Polly	Trottenberg

2014	 Veronique	“Ronnie”	Hakim	

2013	 Helena	E.	Williams	

2012	 Susan	M.	Baer	

2011	 Joan	McDonald	

2010	 Pippa	Woods	

2009	 Susan	Bass	Levin	

2008	 Susan	L.	Hayes	

2007	 Susan	Kupferman

2006	 Jane	Chmielinski

2005	 Janette	Sadik-Khan

2004	 Flora	Castillo

2003	 Barbara	Spencer

2002	 Barbara	Thayer

2001	 Laurie	Gutshaw

2000	 Martha	Walther

1999	 Deborah	Wathen	Finn

1998	 Barbara	Richardson

1997	 Beverly	Dolinsky

1996	 Lorrainne	Hoffman-Ho

1995	 Janis	Beitzer

1994	 Barbara	Mickens-	 	 	

	 Washington

1992	 Carole	Metzer

1991	 Shirley	DeLibero

1990	 Christine	Johnson

1988	 Lillian	Liburdi

1987	 Hazel	Gluck

1980	 Anne	Canby
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Nuria Fernandez	was	confirmed	

by	the	U.S.	Senate	as	the	15th	

administrator	of	the	Federal	

Transit	Administration	(FTA)	on	

June	10,	2021.	Previously,	she	was	

appointed	as	deputy	administrator	

and	senior	FTA	official	in	January	

2021.	With	over	35	years	of	experi-

ence,	Fernandez	made	a	name	for	

herself	as	an	inspiring	leader	in	the	

transportation	industry.	Before	join-

ing	the	FTA,	she	served	as	general	

manager	and	CEO	of	the	Santa	Clara	

Valley	Transportation	Authority	

(VTA),	where	she	was	responsible	

for	2,100	employees	and	oversaw	

projects	and	transit	programs	that	

provide	mobility	solutions	for	more	

than	two	million	individuals	who	

live	and	work	in	Silicon	Valley.

Among	the	highlights	of	her	tenure	

at	VTA	was	the	completion	of	the	

first	Bay	Area	Rapid	Transit	(BART)	

heavy	rail	service	into	Silicon	Valley,	

a	10-mile,	$3	billion	line	that	opened	

to	passenger	service	in	June	2020.		

She	also	secured	federal	approval	

in	2018	to	extend	the	heavy	rail	

service	for	another	six	miles.	When	

completed	in	2026,	the	heavy	rail	

service	will	total	16	miles	of	rail	and	

six	stations	that	will	provide	transit	

alternatives	for	tens	of	thousands	

of	commuters	in	and	around	the	

Silicon	Valley.

Fernandez	was	responsible	for	the	

creation	of	VTA’s	Innovation	Center,	

an	incubator	to	encourage	collabo-

ration;	test	the	latest	technology;	

and	imagine	new	ways	to	keep	the	

region	moving	forward	by	leveraging	

the	expertise	of	Silicon	Valley’s	high-

tech	corporations	and	universities.

Her	career	also	encompasses	leader-

ship	positions	at	some	of	the	busi-

est	transit	agencies	in	America,	

including	COO	of	the	New	York	

Metropolitan	Transportation	

Authority;	senior	vice	president	of	

Design	and	Construction	for	the	

Chicago	Transit	Authority	(CTA);	

and	the	Washington	Metropolitan	

Area	Transit	Authority.	In	addition,	

she	served	as	commissioner	for	the	

Chicago	Department	of	Aviation,	

overseeing	O’Hare	and	Midway	

airports.

In	1997,	Fernandez	was	appointed	

by	President	Bill	Clinton	as	acting	

administrator	of	FTA,	where	she	

oversaw	all	programs,	includ-

Introduction by Nuria Fernandez
 

CHAPTER BOARD

Carla	Artis,	President

Keri	Cibelli,	Immediate	Past	President

Ece	Koch,	Vice	President	

Paulina	Urbanowicz-Pollock,	Treasurer

Sheriza	Majid,	Secretary

Tiffany	Cummings,	Director-At-Large

Emily	Gallo,	Director-At-Large

Desiree	Gazzo,	Director-At-Large

Lisa	Schreibman,	Director-At-Large

Lisa	Santoro,	Director-At-Large

Ocean	Stokes,	Director-At-Large

Erica	Swansen,	Director-At-Large

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

BUSINESS	DIVERSITY

La’Tisha	Smith,	Co-Chair
Earlyne	Alexander,	Co-Chair

COLLEGE	OUTREACH

Casey	Barrett,	Chair

COMMUNICATIONS

Jilla	Moro,	Co-Chair
Karina	Vangani,	Co-Chair

CORPORATE	PARTNERS

Janice	Li,	Chair

GLASS	CEILING

Yvonne	Lopez-Diaz,	Co-Chair
Erin	Hyland,	Co-Chair

MEMBERSHIP

Namecca	Parker,	Co-Chair
Megan	Young,	Co-Chair

MENTORING

Dana	Hecht,	Co-Chair
Maxine	Hill,	Co-Chair

PROGRAMS

Bibi	Khan,	Co-Chair
Sophia	LaFrance-Brooks,	Co-Chair

SCHOLARSHIPS

Danielle	Selzer,	Co-Chair
Neda	Moini,	Co-Chair

SPECIAL	EVENTS

Sarah	Colker,	Chair

TRANSPORTATION	YOU

Sofia	Duran,	Co-Chair

Fiona	Robe,	Co-Chair

YOUNG	PROFESSIONALS

Nate	Diaz,	Co-Chair

Ruth	Tane,	Co-Chair

APPOINTMENTS	CHAMPION

Emily	Gallo,	Co-Chair
Julia	Kerson,	Co-Chair

continued on page 5
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Danielle Selzer	

is	a	civil	engi-

neer	working	in	

AECOM’s	New	

York	City	office.	

Selzer	graduated	

from	Bucknell	

University	in	

2016	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	

Civil	Engineering.	After	graduation,	

Selzer	joined	the	AECOM	Pittsburgh	

office	for	three	years	as	a	designer	

on	a	three-mile	rural	highway	proj-

ect	consisting	of	the	redesign	of	two	

large	interchanges.	She	transferred	

to	the	New	York	City	office	and	has	

been	serving	with	the	Design-Build	

team	for	the	past	two-plus	years	on	

the	Hunts	Point	Interchange	Project	

located	in	the	Bronx.	Recently,	

Selzer	passed	the	New	York	PE	

exam.	Previously,	she	was	involved	

with	the	WTS	Transportation	YOU	

Committee	in	Pittsburgh.	

Neda Moini	

received	her	

B.S.	in	Civil	&	

Environmental	

Engineering	

from	the	

University	of	

Massachusetts	

Amherst.	She	joined	AECOM’s	

Transportation	Highway	Bridge	

group	in	2017.	Since	then,	she	has	

worked	on	several	projects	providing	

civil	engineering	services	and	assist-

ing	in	roadway,	street	reconstruc-

tion,	drainage,	and	utility	improve-

ments	through	the	development	of	

contract	drawings,	specifications,	

cost	estimates	and	technical	reports.	

She	has	always	been	passionate	

about	planning	and	building	a	better	

city.	Moini	is	excited	to	transition	to	

HNTB	this	month,	where	she	will	

work	in	the	Civil	Department.	Moini	

has	been	co-chair	on	the	WTS-GNY	

Scholarship	and	Awards	Committee	

for	two	years	and	is	continuously	

inspired	and	empowered	by	the	

other	members	and	her	colleagues	

in	WTS.	n

WTS-GNY Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs

Danielle Selzer

Neda Moini

Introduction by Nuria Fernandez
continued from page 4

ing	$1	billion	in	annual	grants	to	

local	communities	for	planning,	

design,	and	construction	of	new	and	

expanding	rail	and	bus	systems.

She	served	as	chair	of	the	American	

Public	Transportation	Association	

from	2019	to	2020,	as	well	as	on	the	

boards	of	the	Mineta	Transportation	

Institute,	The	Transportation	

Learning	Center	and	the	Executive	

Committee	of	the	Transportation	

Research	Board.

Fernandez	holds	a	B.S.	n	Civil	

Engineering	from	Bradley	

University	and	an	M.B.A.	from	

Roosevelt	University.	n
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HELENE M. OVERLY MEMORIAL/

LEONARD BRAUN MEMORIAL 

SCHOLARSHIP

Sevin 

Mohammadi	is	a	

Ph.D.	student	in	

Civil	Engineering	

and	Engineering	

Mechanics	

department	

at	Columbia	

University.	She	holds	an	MS	in	

Transportation	Engineering	from	the	

University	of	Tennessee	Knoxville,	

where	she	was	the	vice	president	

of	the	WTS	school	chapter	and	

social	director	of	the	Institute	of	

Transportation	Engineers	student	

chapter.	Her	research	is	at	the	inter-

section	of	transportation	engineer-

ing,	smart	cities,	and	operational	

research,	where	she	develops	statis-

tical	machine	learning	methods.	

As	a	Ph.D.	student,	she	was	one	

of	the	members	of	the	Columbia	

Engineering	researchers	who	

teamed	up	with	the	New	York	City	

Fire	Department	to	optimize	ambu-

lance	response	during	the	pandemic.	

Mohammadi	and	her	colleagues	

were	among	the	finalists	in	the	2021	

INFORMS	Doing	Good	with	Good	

OR	Student	Paper	Competition.

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP LEGACY 

SCHOLARSHIP

Kara Gurl	is	a	

third-year	gradu-

ate	student	at	

Hunter	College	

pursuing	her	

master’s	degree	

in	Urban	

Planning	with	

a	concentration	in	Transportation.	

Gurl	received	her	undergradu-

ate	degree	in	Urban	Studies	from	

Columbia	University.	She	is	a	

lifelong	transit	rider	who	plans	to	

use	her	career	and	education	to	

improve	the	City’s	regional	public	

transit	network.	Gurl	is	the	Research	

and	Communications	associate	at	

the	Permanent	Citizens	Advisory	

Committee	to	the	MTA	(PCAC),	

where	she	helps	to	advocate	for	tran-

sit	riders	around	the	MTA	region.	

She	has	over	eight	years	of	experi-

ence	in	advocacy	and	organization	

on	her	local	Community	Board	and	

on	political	campaigns.	Gurl	has	

conducted	research	and	writing	on	

transportation	issues,	including	the	

benefits	of	congestion	pricing;	the	

cost	of	low	transit	ridership;	improv-

ing	micromobility	options;	and	

increasing	community	participation	

in	the	planning	process.	

SHARON D. BANKS MEMORIAL/

SUSAN MISZKOWICZ MEMORIAL 

UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

Lillian Moy	

is	a	junior	

studying	Civil	

Engineering	

at	Hofstra	

University.	

During	her	

sophomore	

year,	she	conducted	research	on	

the	rapid	prototyping	of	small-scale	

models	using	3D	printing	pens	

with	Professor	Segal.	Moy	worked	

as	a	field	engineer	intern	at	Turner	

Construction,	where	she	was	respon-

sible	for	processing	submittals,	

coordinating	with	trades,	and	other	

duties	at	two	healthcare	project	

sites.	Currently,	she	is	interning	in	

Turner	Construction’s	VDC/BIM	

department.	In	this	role,	she	is	

assisting	VDC	engineers	to	develop	

logistics	and	animations	for	sales	

pursuits.	Moy	values	mentorship	

and	has	served	as	Hofstra’s	Society	

of	Women	Engineers	(SWE)	mentor-

ship	chair;	volunteered	at	SCALE	

RULE’s	concept	design	workshops;	

and	works	as	a	tutor	for	high	school	

and	college	students.	After	gradua-

tion,	Moy	hopes	to	play	an	integral	

part	in	the	design	and	construction	

of	major	city	infrastructure.	

WTS-GNY 2022 Scholarship Recipients

Sevin Mohammadi Kara Gurl Lillian Moy

continued on page 7



MOLITORIS LEADERSHIP 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

UNDERGRADUATES

Amanda Klepper	

is	a	senior	

at	Columbia	

University	

studying	Civil	

Engineering,	

with	a	concentra-

tion	in	Structural	

Engineering	and	Construction	

Management.	She	also	is	pursuing	

minors	in	Architecture	and	Dance.	

During	a	gap	year	after	her	sopho-

more	level	studies,	Klepper	was	a	

structural	engineering	intern	in	a	

bridge	design	group	at	WSP.	In	the	

summer	before	her	senior	year,	she	

interned	with	HNTB	in	a	project	

management	consultant	group	work-

ing	on	ADA	accessibility	upgrades	

to	subway	stations	across	New	York	

City.	After	graduation,	Klepper	plans	

to	pursue	her	master’s	degree	in	

Structural	Engineering,	with	the	

goal	of	obtaining	a	P.E.	license.	At	

school,	she	contributed	to	a	New	

York	State	Energy	Research	and	

Development	Authority	(NYSERDA)	

funded	research	project	investigat-

ing	the	performance	of	carbonated	

recycled	cement	paste	in	cement	

mixes.	In	addition,	she	serves	as	the	

events	coordinator	for	Columbia’s	

American	Society	of	Civil	Engineers	

(ASCE)	Student	Chapter.	Recently,	

Klepper	attended	the	ASCE	Student	

Days	conference,	where	her	team	

placed	second	in	the	proposal	

competition.	

COMMUNITY COLLEGE/

TECHNICAL/TRADE DEGREE 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Jalise Matthew	

is	a	third-year	

undergraduate	at	

Vaughn	College	

of	Aeronautics	

and	Technology	

majoring	

in	Airport	

Management	with	a	minor	in	

Air	Traffic	Control.	Her	goal	is	to	

become	an	air	traffic	controller	

in	the	near	future.	Matthew	has	a	

background	in	business,	obtain-

ing	an	Associate	of	Science	in	

Business	Administration	at	the	

Antigua	and	Barbuda	International	

Institute	of	Technology.	As	a	recent	

inductee	into	the	National	Society	

of	Leadership	and	Success	(NSLS)	

and	a	resident	assistant	(RA),	she	

has	developed	leadership,	commu-

nication	and	decision-making	skills.	

Between	attending	classes	and	work-

ing	as	an	RA,	Matthew	also	works	

part-time	in	her	school’s	library	

as	a	Reference	and	Information	

Services	assistant.	For	the	past	year,	

she	has	taken	steps	to	start	a	female	

soccer	team,	while	participating	in	

the	Women	are	Warriors	athletic	

program.	
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Amanda Klepper Jalise Matthew

WTS-GNY 2022 Scholarship Recipients
continued from page 6

continued on page 8



INFRA TECH S. DAVID ALI 

MEMORIAL GRADUATE 

SCHOLARSHIP

Farnoosh 

Namdarpour	is	a	

Ph.D.	candidate	

in	Transportation	

Planning	and	

Engineering	

at	New	York	

University	(NYU)	

and	a	recipient	of	Tandon	School	of	

Engineering	Fellowship.	She	holds	

a	M.S.	in	Transportation	Planning	

and	Engineering	from	Amirkabir	

University	of	Technology,	where	she	

worked	on	“Travel	Mode	Detection	

of	Smartphone	Data	Using	Genetic	

Programming”	in	her	thesis.	Prior	

to	joining	NYU,	she	served	as	a	Java	

programming	intern	at	Barazaman	

Venture	Builder	and	as	a	data	

scientist	at	YapAiTek	to	enhance	

her	professional	skills.	As	a	result	

of	emerging	transportation	tech-

nologies,	data	sources,	and	advance-

ments	in	artificial	intelligence	

techniques,	Namdarpour	believes	

that	tremendous	potential	exists	to	

improve	transportation	systems.	

By	utilizing	these	developments	

and	available	tools,	her	goal	is	to	

promote	sustainability	and	mobil-

ity.	Currently,	she	is	a	member	of	

WTS	and	Young	Professionals	in	

Transportation	(YPT).

INFRA TECH S. DAVID ALI 

MEMORIAL UNDERGRADUATE 

SCHOLARSHIP

Julisa Arteaga	is	

a	junior	pursu-

ing	a	degree	in	

Civil	Engineering	

at	Manhattan	

College.	She	is	

on	the	Dean’s	

List.	As	a	board	

member	of	the	American	Society	

of	Civil	Engineers	(ASCE)	of	City	

College,	Arteaga	helped	to	organize	

trips	where	students	had	the	oppor-

tunity	to	garner	first-hand	experi-

ence	of	how	projects	are	structured	

and	played	out	on	the	field.	Two	

sites	where	the	group	visited	were	

NYSDOT	Hunt’s	Point	Corridor	

and	the	Manhattan	West	Project	at	

Hudson	Yards.	Aside	from	being	

a	ASCE	board	member,	Arteaga	

also	worked	on	a	project	where	

she	employed	QGIS	to	map	out	all	

medical	centers	in	Queens	using	

geospatial	data.	In	a	separate	project,	

she	conducted	a	survey	using	a	total	

station	and	used	QGIS	to	map	out	

placement	for	a	chicken	coop,	which	

she	and	her	group	later	designed	

using	AutoCAD.	Arteaga	is	passion-

ate	about	using	civil	engineering	to	

improve	the	public’s	quality	of	life.	

WTS Greater New York Chapter 2021 Annual Gala	 8

WTS-GNY 2022 Scholarship Recipients
continued from page 7

Julisa ArteagaFarnoosh Namdarpour

Infra Tech Engineering is awarding the following 

scholarships in honor of the firm’s founder.
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“The	IIJA	finally	

walks-the-walk	

of	what	industry	

professionals	

have	been	saying	

for	so	long:	we	

need	to	fund	

sustainable,	resil-

ient,	and	equitable	infrastructure	

projects	that	help	to	form	the	back-

bone	of	our	modern	economy.	The	

communities	of	our	Greater	New	

York	region	will	directly	benefit	from	

such	projects.	Accessibility	to	safe	

transportation	systems	and	facili-

ties	is	just	one	of	the	fundamental	

infrastructure	needs	that	Americans	

should	come	to	expect	from	this	

monumental	government	legisla-

tion.”	

Keri Cibelli, senior technical  
director, AKRF

“At	the	WTS	

Annual	

Conference,	

Shelby	M.	Scales,	

director	of	the	

U.S.DOT’s	

Office	of	

Small	and	

Disadvantaged	Business	Utilization,	

discussed	the	IIJA’s	impact	on	

DBEs	at	the	2022	Women	Business	

Owner’s	Roundtable.	While	

acknowledging	the	opportunities	

that	the	law	will	yield,	I	joined	other	

roundtable	members	to	highlight	

the	hurdles	facing	women	owners	of	

small-	to	medium-size	firms.	This	led	

WTS	International	and	the	members	

of	the	2022	WBE	Roundtable	to	

draft	a	follow-up	letter	to	Director	

Scales	with	specific	recommenda-

tions	for	these	issues	in	future	legis-

lation.	A	top	priority	is	to	consoli-

date	the	certification	process	by	

providing	a	national	certification	for	

DBE	firms,	or	through	home	state	

certification	with	simple	reciprocity	

by	other	states/agencies	to	replace	

the	current	requirement	for	sepa-

rate	certification	by	each	state.	We	

hope	that	U.S.DOT	will	address	this	

along	with	other	challenges	related	

to	revenue	caps	and	ownership	rules	

to	allow	DBEs	to	take	advantage	of	

the	opportunities	offered	by	this	

groundbreaking	legislation.”

Marcia Shapiro, president, Marine 
Tiger Technologies

“The	passage	of	

the	federal	infra-

structure	law	is	a	

game-changer	for	

leaders	in	trans-

portation	who	

are	eager	to	put	

these	valuable	

resources	to	work	for	the	benefit	of	

the	traveling	public.	Our	collective	

goal	always	is	to	build	a	better	and	

more	efficient	national	and	regional	

infrastructure	system.	This	goes	a	

long	way	toward	achieving	it.”	

Clarelle deGraffe, director/general 
manager, PATH, Port Authority of 
NY & NJ

How do you see the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)  
impacting the region’s transportation sector?

We asked our local leaders:

Keri Cibelli Marcia Shapiro Clarelle deGraffe
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2022 Events Recap

WTS-GNY’s programs aim to uphold its mission to attract, sustain, connect 
and advance women’s careers to strengthen the transportation industry. 

FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 8:	2022	Mentoring	
Program	Open	House

MARCH
MARCH 29:	42nd	Annual	Meeting	
and	Awards	Dinner	(Keynote	
Speaker	Carrol	Bennett,	Acting	
Chief	Diversity,	Equity,	and	
Inclusion	Officer,	Port	Authority	of	
NY	and	NJ)

APRIL
APRIL 23: Young	Professionals	
Happy	Hour	Mixer	with	YPT-NYC	
and	WTS-GNY

MAY
May 25:	Business	Diversity	
Committee	Virtual	Quarterly	
Information	Session

JUNE
JUNE 9:	Virtual	Scholarship	Info	
Session

JUNE 23:	WTS-GNY	&	Port	
Authority	of	NY	and	NJ	Virtual	
Series:	Powering	Our	Future	
Through	Innovation

JUNE 28:	Young	Professionals	
Summer	Happy	Hour

JULY
JULY 13:	Young	Professionals	and	
YPT-NYC	Ferry	Tour–Led	by	NYC	
Economic	Development	Corporation

AUGUST
AUGUST 23:	Learn	from	a	Leader	
Series–Julie	Schipper,	Deputy	Chief	
of	Staff,	New	York	City	Department	
of	Transportation

AUGUST 24:	Membership	
Appreciation	Event

AUGUST 30: Learn	from	a	Leader	
Series	with	Amada	Rogers,	PE,	
CCM,	LEED	AP	–	Chief	of	Aviation	
Construction	Deputy	Chief	of	
Construction,	PANY&NJ

SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 8:	Learn	from	a	
Leader	Series	with	Chitra	Radin,	
Principal,	Radin	Consulting

SEPTEMBER 21: Young	
Professionals	Waterfront	Museum	
Tour

SEPTEMBER 22:	Business	Diversity	
Committee	Virtual	Quarterly	
Information	Session

SEPTEMBER 29:	WTS-NJ/GNY	
Gateway	Panel

OCTOBER
OCTOBER 13: Transportation	Trivia	

OCTOBER 26:	Annual	Gala
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Galas from Past Years

From left: MTA Bridges & Tunnels President 
Donald Spero; MTA Capital Construction 
President Michael Horodniceanu; MTA 
Executive Officer, Operations James 
Ferrara; MTA Chairman and CEO Thomas 
Prendergast.

PANY&NJ Director of Port Commerce Dept. Molly Campbell (center) and 
WTS-GNY President Polina Knaster (second from right) with the 2016 
scholarship winners. 

From left: Maxine Finkelstein (Interactive Elements); 
WTS International Vice Chair Maggie Walsh; WTS 
International Chair Diane Woodward Jones; WTS-GNY 
President Polina Knaster (HDR).

From left: NYCDOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg; Woman of the Year Karen Rae; WTS-
GNY President Polina Knaster (HDR).

From left: Joan McDonald (National Infrastructure 
Advisory Council); Robert Dennison (VHB); WTS-
GNY Advisory Board Member Deborah Wathen 
Finn (The Wathen Group); Steve Brunner (Cubic).

2016 GALA

2017 GALA

From left: Deborah Hyman (New York City Transit); Woman of 
the Year Mary K. Murphy; Daniella Bernett (STV); WTS-GNY 
Director-at-Large Ani Toncheva (Wilson Ihrig); and Deirdre 
Harvey (New York City Transit).

From left: NYCDOT 
Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg; Woman 

of the Year Mary K. 
Murphy; Richard 

Roberts, NJ Transit; and 
WTS-GNY President 

Polina Knaster (HDR). Woman of the Year Mary K. Murphy (center) with the Scholarship 
recipients.

From left: MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota and Woman of the Year Mary 
K. Murphy.

From left: Peter Peyser (Peyser Associates 
LLC); Christopher Boylan (General Contractors 
Association); and Paul Wyckoff (NJ Transit).
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2018 GALA

Woman of the Year Catherine Rinaldi and the employ-
ees of MTA Metro-North Railroad.

The WTS-GNY Special Events Committee, 
from left: Jane Huang (Jacobs); Fiona Robe 
(New York City Transit); Sarah Colker 
(Parsons); Chair Desiree Gazzo (HNTB); 
Pamella Daley (MTA); WTS-GNY Board 
Member Beth Zall (WSP); Daniella Bernett 
(STV); Julie Polak (Sam Schwartz); Christyn 
Binder (B. Thayer); Gabriela Kappes (WSP); 
and Aviva Laurenti (Sam Schwartz).

WTS-GNY President Alexa 
Gangemi (HNTB) and Woman of 
the Year Catherine Rinaldi.

From left: WTS-GNY President Alexa Gangemi 
(HNTB); MTA Managing Director Veronique 
Hakim; Woman of the Year Catherine Rinaldi; 
Lysa Scully, Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey.

NJDOT 
Commissioner 
Diane Gutierrez-
Scaccetti was a spe-
cial guest host.

MTA Managing Director Veronique Hakim (far left) 
and Woman of the Year Catherine Rinaldi (center) 
with the Scholarship recipients.

2019 GALA

From left: WTS-GNY President 
Alexa Gangemi (HNTB) and 
Woman of the Year Denise Berger.

From left: WTS-GNY President Alexa 
Gangemi (HNTB); Woman of the 
Year Denise Berger; Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey 
Executive Director Rick Cotton; and 
Zoë Davidson, general counsel at 
Milstein Properties. 

From left: WTS-GNY 
Director-At-Large 
Portia Henry, LaTisha 
Smith, Rochelle 
Joyner and Earlyne 
Alexander, all of the 
Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey.

From left: MTA Chief 
Development Officer Janno 
Lieber and Chris Boylan, 
General Contractors 
Association.

From left: WTS-
GNY Special Events 
Committee Co-Chairs 
Sarah Colker (Parsons) 
and Desiree Gazzo 
(HNTB), and Pratima 
Poplai, Parsons.

From left: WTS-GNY President Alexa Gangemi (HNTB) and Zoë Davidson, general counsel at Milstein 
Properties, with the WTS Scholarship winners.



 WTS Greater New York Chapter 2022 Annual Gala	 13

Woman of the Year Clarelle DeGraffe with her family.

NYCDOT 
Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg 
was a guest 
speaker.

WTS-GNY 
President Keri 
Cibelli was Master 
of Ceremonies for 
the event.

From left: WTS-GNY President 
Keri Cibelli and Woman of the 
Year Marie Therese Dominguez.

Woman of the Year Marie Therese Dominguez and Linda Lubey, 
NYSDOT Region 2 director (center) with NYSDOT employees.

From left: Tom Prendergast (AECOM); John 
Kennard (HNTB); Chris Boylan (General 
Contractors Association); Sally Librera (HNTB).

Woman of the Year Marie 
Therese Dominguez and Linda 
Lubey, NYSDOT Region 2 direc-
tor.

From left: Emily Gallo (HNTB); 
Marcia Shapiro (Marine Tiger 
Technologies); Adrienne Kantor 
(Stokes Creative Group).

From left: Polina Knaster (American Geotechnical 
& Environmental Services); Maxine Hill (VHB); 
Sofia Berger (WSP); Indhira Figuereo (WSP); Jerry 
Jannetti (WSP).

The WTS-GNY Special Events Committee. From left: Kaylee 
Moon (Sam Schwartz Engineering); Alexandra Aiello (MTA 
Bridges & Tunnels); Desiree Gazzo (HNTB); Daniella Bernett 
(STV); Sarah Colker (Parsons); Ella McLeod; Julie Polak (Sam 
Schwartz Engineering); Linda Travis (Charter Oak Financial). 

Woman of the Year Marie Therese Dominguez and Linda Lubey, NYSDOT Region 2 
director with the scholarship winners.

Sally Librera, vice presi-
dent, Strategic Planning 
and Client Support at 
HNTB, introduced the 
Woman of the Year.

Cheryl McKissack Daniel, 
president and CEO of 
McKissack & McKissack, 
introduced the scholarship 
winners.

2020 GALA

2021 GALA

2020 Scholarship Winners
From left: Diana Ramirez-
Rios, Srushti Rath*, Sofia 
Duran, Odette Dominguez, 
Helena Oiwa.

* Thank you to Infra Tech Engineering for 
providing this scholarship in memory of 
their founder, S. David Ali.
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D I A M O N D

R U B Y

Corporate Partners
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E M E R A L D

S A P P H I R E

M / S/ W/ D B E  P A R T N E R S

Corporate Partners
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Hardesty and Hanover’s relentless focus on ingenuity in our designs of award-
winning bridges and infrastructure has not faded in more than 130 years. 

This focus has driven our worldwide history of delivering iconic structures that 
are ahead of their time and exceed expectations.We leverage our knowledge 
with innovation to create solutions that eliminate boundaries.

HARDESTY & HANOVER / 1501 BROADWAY / NEW YORK, NY 10036  •  T: 212.944.1150  •  F: 212.391.0297 
Manhattan • Melville • Rye • Hoboken • Newark • Mount Laurel • West Trenton

ME TRO-NORTH 3RD AVENUE BRIDGE, MOUNT VERNON, NY

H&H Congratulates WTS-GNY Woman of the Year

Meera Joshi
New York City Deputy Mayor for Operations

INFO@HARDESTYHANOVER.COM •  T WIT TER: @HARDESTYHANOVER • WWW.HARDESTYHANOVER.COM 
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Question the existing 
Imagine the Impossible

Create the enduring

wsp.com Join our team!

Proud Diamond Sponsor

WSP is focused on placing equity and justice 
in the center of the communities we serve 

and the projects we deliver.
Find out what we can do for you!



Congratulations

We are proud to sponsor the Women’s 
Transportation Seminar-Great New York 
Chapter’s 2022 Annual Gala.

We also congratulate Meera Joshi, New York 
City Deputy Mayor for Operations, on being 
honored as this year’s Woman of the Year.
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Congratulations,  
Meera Joshi! 
Celebrating your leadership  
in transportation. 

www.vhb.com
Engineers | Scientists | Planners | Designers

Rendering Developed by Skanska ECCO III HPA JV

VHB improves transportation and 
enhances communities across the 

greater metropolitan area 

Hunts Point Interstate Access Improvement
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ENDURING. 
DRIVEN. 
VISIONARY.

STV is proud to support the
WOMEN’S TRANSPORTATION SEMINAR 
GREATER NEW YORK CHAPTER 
and 

CONGRATULATES

225 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10003
(212) 777-4400 • www.stvinc.com

engineering • architecture • planning • program/construction management

2022 Woman of the Year
MEERA JOSHI
Deputy Mayor for Operations
New York City
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Making tracks toward  
a sustainable future. 

Follow us @JacobsConnects   |   jacobs.com

Public transportation systems have long connected communities and 
stimulated economic development. And decarbonizing the transportation 
sector will change how we have been moving goods and people for more  
than a century. At Jacobs, we are up to the challenge. In fact, we see it as  
an opportunity to keep future generations moving forward.  

We tackle the world’s toughest challenges. 
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www.arup.com

Congratulations to WTS-GNY 
2022 Woman of the Year 
Meera Joshi, New York City 
Deputy Mayor for Operations

Arup is proud to support our local chapter of 
WTS and its mission of advancing women in 
transportation. Together, we shape a better world.
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Congratulations 2022 Women of the Year 

Deputy Mayor of Operations

MEERA JOSHI

Stantec is a proud supporter of WTS-GNY.  

475 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY, 10017  
(212) 366-5600
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HNTB New York
Empire State Building
350 Fifth Avenue, 57th Floor, New York, NY 10118
Tel: (212) 594-9717  Fax: (212) 947-4030
www.hntb.com

HNTB Is a Proud HNTB Is a Proud 
Supporter of WTSSupporter of WTS
And Its Vision of Equity and Access  And Its Vision of Equity and Access  
for Women in Transportationfor Women in Transportation

Congratulations 2022 Woman of the Year:

MEERA JOSHI
DEPUTY MAYOR FOR OPERATIONS, NEW YORK CITY (NYC)

HNTB is committed to a culture of integrity, technical excellence, respect, development, 

and commitment. We embody our principles of inclusion, diversity, and equity through 

our work, and we strive to champion this culture in everything we do and everyone we 

work with. Amplifying visionary voices and innovating unique solutions: that’s HNTB.
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“AKRF is a longtime supporter of WTS and its mission to advance the role of 
women in transportation. We’re proud to count 40% female leadership and 

employment among our 300 planners, engineers, scientists, and staff.”  

www.akrf.com

- Karen Franz, P.E., President & CEO

Connect with Keri Cibelli, WTS-GNY Past President, at kcibelli@akrf.com for more information. 

Engineering | Design | Planning | Construction Management 
Learn more at gpinet.com

Babylon — Headquarters
325 West Main Street
Babylon, NY 11702

Manhattan
21 West 38th Street
New York, NY 10018

Additional GPI offices located throughout the U.S.

New York Metro Offices

Congratulations to  
Ms. Meera Joshi  

on being honored as 
WTS-GNY 2022 

Woman of the Year

• Construction Management  
& Inspection

• Transportation / Traffic Design
• Structural Design
• Civil Engineering
• ITS / Simulation Modeling
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PROVIDING A FULL CONTINUUM OF INNOVATIVE 
SERVICES TO DESIGN, RESTORE AND ENHANCE  

NEW YORK’S INFRASTRUCTURE

MBAKERINTL.COM

www.dewberry.com

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES 
AND IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE
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NY: New York City, Yonkers . Woodbury

NJ:  Warren . Cherry Hill . Wall . Holmdel . Atlantic City

www.psands.com

Architecture
Engineering

Environmental
Surveying

Congratulations!
Ms. Meera Joshi,

NYC Deputy Mayor for Operations
as the WTS-GNY 2022 

Woman of the Year!

Stellar Services, Inc.
Transform Data to Information 

(212) 432-2848
contact@stellarservices.com

70 W. 36th Street, 7FL
New York, NY 10018 

CORE SERVICES

is proud to be a DBE Corporate Partner
of the WTS-GNY Chapter

ASSET
MANAGEMENT

SYSTEMS
ENGINEERING

TECHNOLOGY
& BUSINESS

CONSULTING

PLANNING
& ITS

CAPITAL
PLANNING

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING

Our collaborative approach combines effective 
stakeholder engagement with technical expertise 
and a deep understanding of infrastructure assets, 

systems and business processes.

NJ CERTIFIED SBE/DBE/WBENY CERTIFIED DBE/WBE

Connect with Marcia Shapiro at mshapiro@marinetiger.com
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aroraengineers.com
Rethinking Infrastructure® 

■  MEP, Fire/Life Safety,  
and Systems Engineering

■  Program & Construction 
Management 

■  Facilities Management
■  InformationTechnology
■ Asset Management

INFRA TECH ENGINEERING, LLC
ENGINEERS ∙ DESIGNERS ∙ CONSULTANTS

www.infratechengineering.com
Email: marketing@infratechengineering.com

Tel: (212) 514-7500

ABOUT US
Infra Tech Engineering, LLC (ITE) is one of a handful of firms 

providing comprehensive Traffic and Transportation 
Engineering, Highway Design and Construction Management 

services to the public sector. 

ITE is DBE/WBE/MBE/SBE certified in NY and NJ
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Creative Source is a Woman-Owned Design Business (WBE)

Please contact Carol Smith at  csmith@CreativeSource.com

D E S I G N  F O R  B R A N D I N G  S PA C E S 

Banners · Signage · Exhibits · Wall Murals · Wayfinding

Please submit your nominations for the WTS-GNY 2023 Recognition Awards:Please submit your nominations for the WTS-GNY 2023 Recognition Awards:

Member of the Year AwardMember of the Year Award
Employer of the Year AwardEmployer of the Year Award
Rosa Parks Diversity Leadership AwardRosa Parks Diversity Leadership Award
Innovative Transportation Solutions AwardInnovative Transportation Solutions Award
Honorable Ray LaHood AwardHonorable Ray LaHood Award
Woman of the Year AwardWoman of the Year Award

Nominations due by Tuesday, December 16, 2022.Nominations due by Tuesday, December 16, 2022.
https://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/greater-new-york/chapter-awardshttps://www.wtsinternational.org/chapters/greater-new-york/chapter-awards
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TO ANOTHER DECADE OF GROWTH AND INNOVATION


