
 

 
Summer 2007  
Volume 1, Issue  1 

 
 

� �� �� � � �� � �	 
 � 
 � � 
 
 �
   

 

   

 

On May 15th, the Ba ltimore 

Chap ter c eleb ra ted  its 25th 

Anniversa ry w ith a  silent 

auc tion, c oc kta il hour and  

d inner p rogram a t the 

Ba ltimore Cruise Termina l. 

Illumina ted c enterp ieces, 

nautica l-themed 

dec ora tions and the 

Ba ltimore Islander Steel 

Band  transformed the 

termina l into a  unique 

setting  for the nea rly 200 

guests who a ttended .  A 

selec tion of generous 

donors p rovided   items for 

the silent auc tion inc lud ing 

c lub  sea t tickets to a  

Ba ltimore Orioles game, an 

XM sa tellite rad io, pa intings, 

books, g ift c ertific a tes to 

renowned restaurants 

throughout Ba ltimore, and 

tic kets to a  Ba ltimore 

Symphony Orc hestra  

performanc e.  

Over $2,400 was ra ised from 

the silent auc tion and  w ill go 

towards the WTS Baltimore 

Sc hola rship  fund .  An awards 

p rogram followed the d inner 

w ith former c ongresswoman 

Helen Delic h Bentley speaking 

and p resenting awards to two 

of the found ing members of 

the Ba ltimore c hap ter, 

Lannetta  Sc hmid t and Anita  

Beier.  Sc hmid t and  Beier, 

a long with 33 other women, 

founded  the Ba ltimore c hap ter 

in 1982.  The event celeb ra ting  

25 yea rs was a  suc c ess thanks 

to a ll the sponsors and months 

of p lanning from the Chap ter 

event c ha irs and  c ommittees.  

The evening marked another 

spec ia l milestone for the 

Ba ltimore c hap ter!  
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Ja ne Chmielinski WTS 
Interna tiona l Woman of the 
Yea r, WTS Interna tiona l President 
Ann Kob y, and  Ric ha rd  Tansill 
(fa r left) (Pa rsons) p resent Sa llye 
Perrin, the WTS Ba ltimore 
Women of the Yea r Awa rd  a t 
the Chap ter's 25th Anniversa ry 
Celeb ra tion. 

Platinum ($1,000) 

URS Corpora tion  

Parsons Brinc kerhoff  

 

Gold ($500)  

Ha tc h Mott Mac Dona ld   

Straughan Environmenta l 

Rummer, Klepper & Kahl 

Wilbur Smith Assoc ia tes 

Johnson, Mirmiran & 
Thompson 

Parsons Brinc kerhoff  

 

Silver ($300)  

Kitte lson & Assoc ia tes  

Sabra , Wang & 
Assoc ia tes  

Greenhorne & O'Mara   

Whitney Ba iley Cox & 
Magnani  

Alpha  Corpora tion 

DMJM Harris  

AD Marb le  

Development 
Fac ilita tor’ s, Inc . 

Wa llac e Montgomery 

 

A sinc ere thanks to our 25th Anniversary Corporate Sponsors! 

Lannetta  Sc hmid t ac c epts 
Founders Awa rd . 
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Ba ltimore Chapter Annua l Board  
Retrea t is a  Suc c ess! 

   

New Maryland  Transporta tion 
Sec reta ry John Poc ari is welc omed 

   

 
 

Many thanks to our 
 2007 Corporate 

Sponsors! 
 
 

Platinum Sponsor: 
 

STV Incorpora ted  
 
 

Gold Sponsors: 
 

Whitney, Ba iley, Cox  
& Magnani, LLC 

 
 

Rummel Klepper & Kahl LLP 
 
 

Whitman, Requard t &  
Assoc ia tes, LLP 

 
 

Sab ra , Wang &  
Assoc ia tes, Inc . 

 
 

Johnson, Mirmiran  
& Thompson 

 
 

Kittelson & Assoc ia tes, Inc . 
 
 

DMJM Harris 
 

 

Silver Sponsors: 
 

Gannett Fleming 
 
 

Wilbur Smith Assoc ia tes 
 
 

URS Corpora tion 
 
 

Straughan Environmenta l 
Services, Inc . 

 
 

Constella tion Design  
Group , Inc . 

 
 

RJM Engineering , Inc . 

 

WTS Baltimore Chapter 2007 Upc oming Events 
A Discussion on Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) in Maryland……….……...Sep tember  2007  
 
A Discussion on the Conference on Minority Transporta tion Offic ia ls (COMPTO).……Oc tober 2007  
 
A Discussion on Fund ing & Revenue in the Transporta tion Industry…………………..November 2007 
 
2007 Annua l Holiday & Awards Event………………………………………………………December 2007 

 

CHAPTER BRIEFS  

The Ba ltimore Chap ter 

welc omed  the new 

Maryland Sec reta ry of 

Transporta tion, John Poca ri, 

w ith a  lunc heon on March 

22nd a t The Engineers Club in 

Ba ltimore.  Sec reta ry Poca ri 

spoke to over 150 guests 

who were in a ttendance 

about the exc iting c hanges 

ahead for transporta tion in 

Maryland .  He noted  his 

support for WTS and  

thanked the Ba ltimore 

Chap ter, saying, “ WTS is a  

grea t p rofessiona l 

organiza tion tha t rea lly helps 

ind ividua ls to grow in the 

transporta tion industry.”   Ron 

Freeland , Exec utive Sec reta ry 

of the Maryland Transporta tion 

Authority, a lso spoke and  

a ffirmed  tha t the d ifferent 

Maryland modal agenc ies 

c ontinue to work together to 

improve transporta tion in the 

sta te.  The luncheon inc luded  

an awards p rogram, thanking 

the c orpora te sponsors for their 

c ontinued support of the 

Chap ter.   

The Ba ltimore Chap ter held  

its annua l boa rd  retrea t a t 

the scenic  Tidewa ter Inn in 

Easton, Maryland .  The two-

day event kicked  off w ith a  

d inner for the boa rd  a t the 

Restaurant Loc a l on the 

evening of Friday, Ap ril 13th.  

Following d inner, Ka ren 

Saab , p resident of the 

Ba ltimore Chap ter, 

p rovided  a  p resenta tion on 

the leadership  tra ining  tha t 

she a ttended in Houston, 

TX.  On Sa turday, the boa rd  

rec onvened with a  list of 

goa ls to be ac hieved by 

the end of the retrea t 

p lanning session.  The 

group reviewed  and 

d isc ussed  the roles of the 

c hap ter offic ers, d irec tors, 

and c ommittee c ha irs, 

ob jec tives for membership  

a ttrac tion and  retention, 

and the mentoring  

p rogram.  A sc hedule of 

p rograms and  events was 

a lso developed for 2007 – 

2008.  As the  Ba ltimore 

Chap ter c ontinues to grow 

with new membership , the 

annua l boa rd  retrea t 

p roved  to be a  forum for 

identifying  ways the 

Chap ter c an c ontinue its 

grea t suc c ess and meet 

the needs of a ll its 

members! 

“ WTS is a  great 

p rofessional 

organiza tion that rea lly 

helps ind ividua ls to 

grow in the 

transporta tion industry.”                                        

-Sec retary John Poc ari 
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Q&A with Muffet Robinson  
Muffet Rob inson remembers sitting  in the room a t 109 East Redwood  Street, where the former Mass Transit 

Administra tion (MTA) was loca ted , in 1982, for the first meeting  of wha t would  become the Ba ltimore Chap ter 
of WTS Interna tiona l.  “ I remember thinking, ‘How c ould  I say no?’ ,”  Muffet desc ribes, joining a  group interested  

in help ing women advance and  further develop themselves as p rofessiona ls in the transporta tion industry.  
Today, Muffet is the Community Rela tions Direc tor for the Coa lition for the Homeless of Centra l Florida .  Though 

a  c hange from the transporta tion industry, Muffet says she has been ab le to use a ll the va luab le skills and 
resourc es from her days in transporta tion and a  member of WTS, to enhance her services to the non-p rofit 
organiza tion.  Twenty-five yea rs la ter, Muffet is “ still a  c a rd -c a rrying member of the Ba ltimore and Centra l 

Florida  WTS c hap ters.”   She served as the Programs Chair and Vic e President in the Ba ltimore Chap ter and  la ter 
as Vic e President and then President for two terms in the Centra l Florida  Chap ter. 

 

  

The WTS Ba ltimore Chap ter is g rowing! 

 

Why d id  you dec ide to join WTS and help  form the 
Baltimore Chapter?  
Informa tion sha ring  – being ab le to have an environment 
where we c ould  sha re with eac h other.  In the ea rly 80s, 
transporta tion was a  very male-domina ted  field  and  this 
was an avenue where we could  lea rn from eac h other and  
from the speakers tha t we b rought in.  The goa l was to build  
on the respec t for women in the transporta tion a rena  in 
Ba ltimore.  Transporta tion rea lly surrounds everything tha t 
we do – no ma tter wha t one is working in, transporta tion 
enters in somehow and  someway.  Even now I’m still 
app lying  everything I’ ve lea rned  over the yea rs in the 
politica lly-c ha rged  transporta tion a rena  with lea rning how 
to hand le c erta in situa tions and  help  peop le a t the same 
time.  

Were there any obstac les that you enc ountered in 
forming the c hapter? 
I don’ t think there were any obstac les, but maybe a  
c ha llenge in getting  the word  out about wha t we were 
trying  to do.  I remember a  lot of exc itement, good  w ill and  
a  desire to move forward . 
 

 What was your most va lued memory of your time in 
the Baltimore Chapter? 
I think it would  be working together on p lanning the 1997 WTS 
Na tiona l Conferenc e tha t was held  in Ba ltimore –a  very 
suc c essful event!  I remember traveling  with Ka ren [Saab] to 
Philadelphia  severa l yea rs ea rlier to p itc h to the WTS Na tiona l 
Boa rd  tha t Ba ltimore should  host the 1997 Na tiona l 
Conference.  It was the weekend  of Preakness in Ba ltimore 
and  I borrowed a  jockey’ s uniform from Pimlic o, and , a t the 
right moment, c ame out a t the meeting  and  handed  out 
ribbons from Preakness to the Na tiona l Boa rd .  Need less to 
say, we won!  La ter in 2004, I was a t the Detroit WTS 
c onference and  was honored  with Na tiona l Member of the 
Year award  from the Na tiona l p resident, who told  me in front 
of 500 peop le tha t she remembered  the joc key suit!   
 
It was rea lly nea t to go from being one of the found ing 
members of the Ba ltimore Chap ter to rec eiving  the sup reme 
honor of w inning this na tiona l award .  And , it was very good 
to look out a t the c rowd  and  see the Ba ltimore Chap ter and 
the Centra l Florida  Chap ter there with me.  The one thing 
about WTS tha t is so va luab le is the opportunity to meet 
peop le from a ll over the c ountry – it’ s just a  rea lly good 
resourc e.   

With 2007 marking the WTS 
Baltimore Chap ter’ s 25th 
anniversa ry yea r, the 
Chap ter c ontinues to reac h 
out to peop le in Ba ltimore’s 
transporta tion industry to 
meet new faces and  ga in 
new members.  On Feb rua ry 
28th, the Chap ter held  two 
simultaneous Winter 
Membership  Events a t URS 
Corpora tion and  STV, Inc .’ s 
offices, both c onvenient 
loc a tions north and  west of 
Ba ltimore City.   The goa l of 
these events was to p rovide 
an opportunity for potentia l 
new members to meet the 
Ba ltimore Chap ter Boa rd  
and other members and 
lea rn more about WTS and 
the Ba ltimore Chap ter’ s 
p rogram.  Ten potentia l new 
members met a t the URS 
event loc a tion and 16 met a t 
STV.  Attendees were 
welc omed  w ith a  free 
b reakfast and  informa tiona l 
membership  ma teria ls. 
Chap ter Boa rd  members 
spoke to the a ttendees 
about how WTS c an truly 

benefit one’ s p rofessiona l 
c a reer through exc iting 
p rograms, tra ining  and  
networking opportunities.   
“ The response was terrific  - 
nea rly everyone who 
a ttended  wants to join AND 
get involved  on a  
c ommittee,”  sa id  Janie 
Tiedeman, Vice President 
of the Ba ltimore Chap ter.  
“ It appeared tha t everyone 
tha t a ttended  rea lly got a  
lot out of the event.”  
The Feb rua ry 28th 
membership  event was the 
first membership  b litz in a  
series of many to c ome.  It 
p layed  a  la rge pa rt in 
help ing the Ba ltimore 
Chap ter grow to  96 
members.   The May 15th 
anniversa ry c eleb ra tion 
a lso a ttrac ted  new 
members who joined 
shortly following the event.   

 

Meet the 2007 New Baltimore Chapter Members! 
 
John Agro, STV Inc orpora ted  
Dave Roehmer, Ma ryland  Transporta tion Authority 
Marta ra  Hannah, Maryland  Transporta tion Authority 
Paul J. Wiedefeld , Ma ryland  Transit Administra tion 
Kerri Sac c het, Mc Cormick Taylor, Inc . 
Va lerie Burnette Edga r, MD Sta te Highway Administra tion 
Jessic a  Keller, City of Ba ltimore 
Sand ra  Conner 
Joann Petillo, Sc hnabel Engineering  
Tony Brown, Maryland  Transit Administra tion 
Beverly Swa im-Sta ley, MD Depa rtment of Transporta tion 
Leif Dormsjo, MD Depa rtment of Transporta tion 
Joel Oppenheimer, STV Inc orpora ted  
Ray Moravec , Wa llac e, Montgomery & Assoc ia tes, LLP 
Allison Sc ott, Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP 
Joe Waggoneor, Ma ryland  Transporta tion Authority 
Donna  Jean Dean 
Gary Luc zak, URS Corpora tion 
Hea ther Murphy, MD Sta te Highway Administra tion  
Mura t Omay, The RBA Group 
Deborah Dupree, Maryland  Transporta tion Authority  
Dawn Atkinson, Maryland  Transit Administra tion 
Kimberly James, Maryland  Transit Administra tion  
Leslie Prokop  
Va lorie LaCour  
Linda  Robertson-Brewing ton, ROST Enterprises, LLC 
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A Message from the President 
  

  

   

 

 It’ s ha rd  to believe tha t the WTS 
Baltimore 25th Anniversa ry Celeb ra tion is 
now history.  Boa rd  and  committee 
members worked  d iligently for over a  yea r 
to p lan and  p repa re for this memorab le 
oc c asion.  I want to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who poured his or her 
hea rts and  energies into this suc c essful 
endeavor.  We app laud our c orpora te 
sponsors for their c ontinued “ inva luab le”  
support and app rec ia te the generous 
dona tions received  for the Silent Auc tion, 
which genera ted  over $2300 for the WTS 
Baltimore Sc hola rship  Fund .  Our Chap ter 
sc hola rship  p rogram w ill help  to enc ourage 
deserving young female students to 
d isc over and  pursue their passion, ta lent, 
and fortune in the transporta tion industry.  

 
While many peop le worked tirelessly on 

the Anniversa ry Committee, I would  like to 
rec ognize WTS Baltimore’ s Vice President 
and Anniversa ry c o-c ha ir Janie Tiedeman, 
Immedia te Past President and Event 
Sponsorship Chair Cynd i Alder, Spec ia l 
Event Coord ina tor Nanc y Sites, and Silent 
Auc tion Cha ir Windy Dorn, who eac h went 
above and  beyond  in volunteering their 
time and ta lents to make sure tha t the 25th 
Anniversa ry Celeb ra tion was a  night to 
remember! 

 
A sincere thanks a lso to WTS President 

Ann Koby for traveling from Texas to 
Ba ltimore and add ing her “ spa rkle”  to the 
Anniversa ry p rogram and to the Honorab le 
Helen Delic h Bentley for her exc ep tiona l 
c ontributions to the Silent Auc tion and her 
ded ic a tion to WTS and  the “ Ad vanc ement 
of Women in Transporta tion.”  

 
A highlight of the evening was the 

p resenta tion of the WTS Baltimore 
Chap ter’ s Woman of the Year Aw ard to 
our own Sa llye Perrin by Jane Chmielinski, 
President and COO, DMJM Harris and Dic k 
Tansill, Senior Vic e President of Pa rsons.  
WTS Baltimore is honored to have Sa llye as 
a  Direc tor At La rge and c ongra tula tes her 
on this ac hievement! 

Thanks to the support and c ontributions 
of its d iverse membership  and  sponsors, the 
Ba ltimore Chap ter has a  b right future as we 
move towards our next milestone p rovid ing 
an inva luab le resource for women and men 
seeking to bec ome transporta tion industry 
leaders.  Our p rograms w ill c ontinue to 
p resent unpa ra lleled  ac c ess to top  
transporta tion dec ision makers, offer 
p rofessiona l development semina rs and  
networking opportunities. 

 
Of c ourse, we a re a lways looking for 

energetic  peop le to join our Boa rd  of 
Direc tors and or serve on c ommittees.  
Interested?  We a re certa inly interested in 
YOU!  Please give me a  c a ll a t 410-865-1228 
for more deta ils. 

 
This is the yea r for WTS spec ia l 

anniversa ries.  Please mark your c a lenda rs 
for WTS Interna tiona l’ s 30th Anniversa ry Gala  
on Tuesday, Sep tember 18 a t Union Sta tion, 
Washington D.C.  The day will begin w ith a  
Polic y Semina r where you c an exp lore issues 
and trends tha t a re transforming 
transporta tion – from industry issues to 
p rofessiona l development and  c onc ludes 
with an evening “ b lack tie”  celeb ra tion.  
Invita tions w ill be sent out in ea rly July. 

 
I look forward  to seeing you soon and 

thank you aga in for being a  member or soon 
to be member of the WTS Baltimore Chap ter. 
 

“ I want to thank 

everyone who 

poured  his or her 

heart and  energy 

into this 

suc c essful 25th 

Anniversary 

Celebra tion.”  

 

-Karen Saab , President 

 

For more information on the events of the 
Baltimore WTS Chapter or becoming a member, 
p lease c ontac t us at ksaab@mdot.state.md.us. 
 
Website: www.w tsinterna tiona l.org   
 


